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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 1, 4, 21, 24, 25, 28, 45, 48, 50, 65 and 67, and amend claims 2-3, 5, 9, 12-14, 16- 
18, 22, 26r27, 29, 33, 36-38, 40-42, 44, 46, 49, 51-53, 59, 61-62, 66 and 68-81, as follows: 



1. (CANCELLED) 



2. (AMENDED) [The] A method of [claim 1 J Operating a computer aided design system in 
presumptive mode, comprising the steps of: 

moving a selected g ra phic object relative to 2t graphic pointing symbol: 

determining when the selected graphk.o.bi^ct is with in a pn^e termined p mvimTtvof an underlying 
graphic object; 

manipulating the selected graphic object into a geometric relationship wit h the underlying graphic 
object acco rding tr> predetermin ed geom emc/rulesLand 

( dynamically updating the geometric /fektionship based on movement of the graphic pointing symbol 
while the graphic pointing symbol remain/ within the predetermined proximity of the imderiying _graphic 
object! 

V \,\^ wherein the predetermined pro^imiry is a location tolerance before said manipulating step and 

4p * converts to a larger rejection toleranas during said dynamically updating step. 

3. (AMENDED) [The] A/method of [claim 1] operating a computer aid ed design system in 
presumptive , modq , qprnp ri$mg the SEjp S o f; 

moving a selected graphic object relative to a graphic pointing symbol: 

determin in g wh^n the selected graphic object, is within a predetermined pro ximity o f an underlying 
graphic, object; 

manipulating the selected graphkobject into a g eometric relationship with the underlying graphic 
object according to predetermined geometric rules , wherein said manipulating step comprises the step of[:] 
orientating the selected gpphic object according to a tangential angle with respect to the underlying graphic 
object at a cling poin t and 

dynamically updating the geometric relationshipjaased on movement of the graphic pointing symbol 
while the graphic pointing symbol remain * within t he predetermined proximity of the underlying graphic 
object . 



G&C 30566.57- US-RE 

PAGE 5/23' RCVD AT 211112004 6:32:58 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR: USPT0-EFXRF-1 /1 * DNIS:8729306^ CSID:+13106418798 * DURATION (mm«ss):05-48 



02-11-200*4 03:41PM FROM-Gatas & Cooper LLP +13106418798 T-986 P. 006 F-068 





4. (CANCELLED) 

5. (AMENDED) [The] A method of [claim operating a compurer aid ed design system in 
presumptive mode T comprising the steps of: 

moving a selected graphic object relative to/a graphic pointing symbol: 

determining when the selected graphic object is within a predetermined prosrimrty of an underlying 
graphic object , wherein the underlying graphic object has two sides; 

manipulating the selected graphic object into a geometric relation ship with the underlying graphic 
object according to predetermined geometric rules, wherein said m *™p"l*ring <rep includes the step of 
positioning the selected graphic object at a pred e termined offset relative to the underiyingLgraphic object; 
and / 

dynamicall y updating the geometric relationship based on m ovement of the graphic pointing symbol 
while the graphic pointing symbol.remains within the predetermined pro ximity of the underlying graphic 
object , and during said dynamically updating step, [and further comprising the step of:] moving the selected 
graphic object to the opposite side of the underlying graphic object when the graphic pointing symbol is 
moved to the opposite side. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein said dynamically updating step further comprises the step of; 
mirroring the selected graphic object about the underlying graphic object when moved to the 

opposite side of the underlying graphic object. 



7. The method of claim 6> wherein said dynamically updating step further comprises the step of: 
minioring the selected graphic object about a perpendicular offset line when moved to the opposite 

side of the underlying graphic object. 

8. The method of claim 5>/wheiein said dynamically updating step further comprises the step of: 
mirroring the selected grajphic object about a perpendicular offset line when moved to the opposite 

side of the underlying graphic object. 

9. (AMENDED) [The] k method of [claim 1] operating a computer aided design svstemjn 
presumptive mode, CQmpri^ke step? pf: 

moving a selected grap hic ubj^L jgfarigg 10 d Tgraphifrp ^m ^ 
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dct o nnining whefH^e-seketed graphic ob jesfrlfHwi^^ proximity of an imderj&Qg 

graphic object; / 

manipulatin g the selected graphic object into a geometric relationship with the underf y ing'grophic 
object acco rdin g tn predetermined geometric rules, and after said manipulating step, [furth^comprising the 
step of:] modifying the underlying graphic object accoiding to the predetermined geometric rales; and 

Ayn*vcY\cd\ y updating the geometric relationship based on movement of the graphic pointing symbol 
while the graphic pointing symbol remains within the predetermined proximit fof the underiving graphic 
object. 





10. The method of claim 9, wherein said modifying step^ornprises the step of: 
dividing the underlying graphic object into two separate underlying graphic objects for inserting the 

selected graphic object therebetween. 

11. The method of claim 10, wherein^said modifying step further comprises the step of: 
dele ting a portion of the original underlying graphic object for inserting the selected graphic object. 

12. (AMENDED) [The] A'fnethod of [claim 1] operating a computer a ided design system in 
presumptive mode, comprising the steps of: 

moving a selected graphic object relative to a graphic pointing svmboL wherein the selected graphic 
object includes at least ope alignment vector; 

dqterrnining yhen the selected graphic object is within a predetermined pmranity of an underiving 
graphic object: 

manipulating the selected graphic object into a geometric relationship w ith the underlying graphic 
object accommg Lto_ predetennined geometric rules T said manipulating step further comprising the step of[:] 
aligning^ihe selected graphic object with the underlying graphic object according to the alignment vectors 
and / 

/ dynamically updating the geometric relationship based on mov ement of the graphic pointing symbol 
ile the graphic pointing symbol remains within the predetermined proximity of the und erlying graphic 



G&C30566.57-US-RE 



PAGE 7123* RCVD AT 2/11/2004 6:32:58 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID :+1 310641 8798 * DURATION (mm-ss):0M8 



02-11-2004 03:42PM FROM-Gatas 4 Cooper LLP 



413106418798 



T-996 P. 008/023 F-068 



underlying graphic object each have an alignment vector, wherein said manipulating step compj&es the step 
of: X 

aligning the selected graphic object with the underlying graphic object by aligning the alignment 
vectors. X 

14. (AMENDED) [The] A method of [claim 1 J operating a compter aided design system.in 
presumptive mode^ comprising the steps of: / 

moving a selected graphic object relative to a graphic po inting symbol wherein the selected graphic 
object includes a clip region; / 

determining when the selected graphic object ™ wfthin a predetermined proximity of an underfying 
graphic object: / 

manipulating the selected graphic object into a geometric relationship with the underlying graphic 
object acco rding m p redetermined geometric rines, said manipulating step further comprising the step of[:] 
partially deleting the underlying graphic object according to the clip region^ and 

dynamically updating the geommic relationship based on movement of the g ra phic pointing Symbol 
while thegraphic pointing symbol reg ains within t^redetermined proximity of the underlying graphic 
object . 



15. The method of Jaim 14, wherein the underlying graphic object comprises a plurality of graphic 
objects, said partially dieting step further comprising the step of: 

partially deleting only selected ones of the plurality of graphic objects corresponding to the clip 

region. 



16. (AMENDED) [The] A method of [claim 1 J operating a computer aided design system in 
pr^mppijyfe njode,, comprising the, STKpS of; 

yring a selected graphic object rehfflve tp ^ graphic pointing symbpl; 
' detennining when the selected graphic object is within a predetermined proximity of an underlying 
grap^c object: 

manipulating the selected graphic object into a geometric relationship with the underlying graphic 
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dyaamie ally updating t &€^ ^ bas e d on movement of tho grapiiiL pi^Tmi^sym boh 

while the graphic pointing symbol i^ mains with in the predetermined proximity of the underlying grap hic 
object , wherein said dynamically updating step further comprises the steps off:] cli ngi ng^he selected graphic 
object to an initial cling pointf;] and rotating the selected graphic object about the-inrcial cling point 
corresponding to movement of the graphic pointing symbol. 




17. (AMENDED) Hie method of claim [1] 16, further^omprising the step of: 

unclinging the selected graphic object from tbeijnderlying graphic object to move with the graphic 

pointing symbol when the graphic pointing symbols moved a greater distance than the predetermined 

proximity from the underlying graphic object., 




VP 



18. (AMENDED) Hie method of claim [1] 16, wherein said dynamically updating step includes the 

step of: 

moving the selected graphic object relative to a sliding cling point along the underlying graphic 
object where the cling^point moves relative to the graphic pointing symbol as the graphic pointing symbol 
^ is moved within the predetermined proximity of the underlying graphic object. 



19./Fhe method of claim 18, wherein said dynamically updating step further comprises the step of: 
iteractively modifying the underlying graphic object according to the predetermined rules and 
"P^itir^the graphic pointing syirib'rfis^vedr 
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2 0, Hie iiitdiud uf d a ka48i - wh e rein t h e underlying gmphio object- inclu d e a pri m ary wrrpr f*nH a, 
secondary vector, the selected graphic object having a first alignment vector and a second alignment veptor, 
-wherein said manipulating and dynamically updating steps further comprise the steps of: / 

aligning the selected graphic object with the primary vector according to the first alignpi ent vector 
when the first alignment vector is within a predetermined proximity of the primary vect^and 

aligning the selected graphic object with the secondary vector according to dje second alignment 
vector when the second alignment vector is within a predetermined proximity of ^the secondary vector. 



21. (CANCELLED) 




22. (AMENDED) [The] A method of [claim 21] operating a computer aided design system 
comprising the steps of: 

providing at least one graphic object to be selected for insertion i nto a graphic design; 



displayin g and moving a s elected graph^pbi^ct with a graphic cursor moved within thq graphiq 
when the selected graphic oJbject ig yitW™ a^g|gdgSB£fflffi gd proximity with respect to one or more 



underlying graphic objects, automatically ^apip^ilari ng the object into a g eometric relationship with the 



underiying graphiq object , wherein said^anipulating step comprises the steps of[:] orienting the selected 
graphic object relative to a cling point along the underlying graphic object[;] and positioning the selected 
graphic object at a predeteraiined'offset relative to the cling poin t; and 

dynamically updating t^e geometric relationship based on movement of the graphic cursor while the 
graphic cursor remains within the predetermined^toximitv of the underlying graph ic object. 



23. The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of: 

contiauaUy^-orienting and re-positioning the selected graphic object relative to a sliding cling point 
which moves relative to the graphic cursor as it is moved within the predetermined proximity. 



24-25' (CANCELLED) 



26\ (AMENDED) [The] A computer aided desig n system [of claim 25,] comprising : 
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t>. 



\ 



x 



- m fffi m , p^ feaagd u 7 ^e compute *-, fcg ffiflBag a sdgggd gg^l^ B^ relative to a graE 
pointin g symbol fordeterniinin g whpn rh e selected g ra phic obje ct is within a predetermined prqamiry of 
an underlying graphic object, fo r manipulating the selected_graphic objec t into a geometric igfarinnchip with 
the underlying graphic obie_ct accoiding to predetermined geometric rules, and for dTOax^ caHy updating the 
geometric relationship based on movement of the graphicpoinring symbol while the grap hic pointing 
symbol remains within the predetermined proximity of the underiving graphic object, wherein the 
predetermined proximity is a location tolerance before said means for manip ulating and converts to a larger 
rejection tolerance during said means for dynamically updating. 

27. (AMENDED) [The] A computer aided design systejritof claim 25 J comprising: 
a computer / 

means, performed by the computer, for moving a selected graphic object relative to a^g raphic 
pointing symbol, for determining when the selected graphic object is within a predetermined proximity Lof 
an underlying graphic object. for_manipularing meselected graphic object in to a geometric relationship with 
the underlying graphic object accoiding to predetermined geometric rules, and for dynam ically updating the 
geometric relationship_based .on moyement of_the_graphic pointing symb ol while the graphic pointing 
symbol remains within_the_predei£nmmed^^ximity of the unH *rfy" 1 g P ^P^ C object, wherein said means 
for manipulating comprises[:] means fo/orientating the selected graphic object according to a tangential 
angle with respect to the underiying^raphic object at a cling point. 




28. (CANCELLED) 



29. (AMENDED) [The] A computer aided desig n system [of claim 28,] comprising; 



a computer/ 

meang, pe^Qymed by the cprnp^r, for moving a {selected grepfriq object; refapye a graphic 



pointing symbol T for determining when the selected graphic object is within a predetermine ^ prmYi'mity n( 
an underlying graphic object, w herein the underlying graphic object has two sides, for maniptilating the 
selected graphic object into a geometric relationship w ith the underlying graphic object according to 
predetermined geometric rules, and for dynamically updating the geometric relationship based on movement 
of the graphic pointing symbol while the graphic pointing symbol remains .yrithin the predetermined 
proximity of the underlying graphic object, wherein said means for manipulating includes means for 
aeskiefm g - tho Qolected - ffla p hii: ubjed m ggregtegeraj&ed ^f faffl; ffik B gfi fp the jindgj^ag §ag}u&3a}gsb 
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nnd during nn T H-T Ttf^rmr - fui dyiidirically updating, further* camprisiiigH imam fui 
graphic object to the opposite side of the underlying graphic object when the graphic pointing sj 
moved to the opposite side. 



si is 



30. The system of claim 29, wherein said means for dynamically updating furdi^r comprises: 
means for mirroring the selected graphic object about the underlying graphic object when moved to 
^ yj \ the opposite side of the underlying graphic object. 

r y 31, The system of claim 30, wherein said means for dynamicaByupdating further comprises: 

means for mirroring the selected graphic object about a perpendicular offset line when moved to the 
opposite side of the underlying graphic object. 




32. The system of claim 29, wherein said means for dynamically updating further comprises: 
means for mirroring the selected graphic object about a perpendicular offset line when moved to the 

opposite side of the underlying graphic object. 

33. (AMENDED) [The] A computer aided design system [of claim 25,] comprising: 
ft cpmpyitqr; / 

means, performed by the computer, for moving a selected_g ra phic object relative to a graphic 
pointing symbol for detennining wiien the selected graphic object is within a predetermined proximity of 
an underlying graphic object, fop^ianipulating the selected graphic object into a geomecric relationship with 
the underlying graphic object According to predetermined geometric rules, and for dynamically updating the 
geometric relationship based on movement of the graphic pointing symbol while the g ra p hic pointing 
symbol remains within .^predetermined proximity of the underlying g raphic object, and after said means 



for manipulating, 1 
predetermined! 



inse: 




rcomprising[:] means for modifying the underlying graphic object according to the 
trie rules. 



system of claim 33, wherein said means for modifying comprises; 
for dividing the underlying graphic object into two separate underlying graphic objects for 
selected graphic object therebetween. 



The system ot claim 34, whaiei tl said ineum for modify i ng f mthe r cunjjjijses : - 
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^2gaas,fopdefeea g q portioa of the orig bahrndferiyirigl^ pliiL ubjeu f u i -kse*k^^ 
graphic object. 

36. AMENDED) [The] A computer aided design system [of claim 25,] comprising : 
a computes / 

means, performed by the computer, for moving a selected graphic object relative to a graphic 
pointing symbol for deterrnining when the selected graphic object is wiAm-^red etermined proximirvof 
an underlying graphic object, for manipulatin g the selected graphic object into a_geometric relaripn^hip -w ith 
the underly ing graph ic object according to predetermined geometric rules, and for dynamically updating the 
geometric relationship based on movement of the graphic pointing symbol while the grap hic pointing 
symbol rem??™ ™rRin the pred ptprming d proximity of the^derlying graphic object, wherein the selected 
graphic object includes at least one alignment vector, and said means for manip ulating further [comprising;] 
comprises means for aligning the selected graphic object with the underlying graphic object according to the 
alignment vector. 

37. (AMENDED) The system ofclkim [25] wherein the selected graphic object and the 
underlying graphic object each have an'alignment vector, wherein said means for manipukting comprises: 

means for aligning the selected graphic object with the underlying graphic object by aligning the 
aUgnment vectors, 

38. (AMENDED]^The] A computer aided desig n system [of claim 25,] comprising: 
a computer 

means, performed bythe compute^ for moving a selected g ra phic object relative to a graphic 
pointing symbol, for detennining -when the selected graphic object is within a predete rmined proximity of 
an underlying graphic object, for manipulating the selected graphic object into a geometric relationship with 
the under lying graphic object according to predetermined geometric rules, and for dynamically updating the 
geornetric/febrionship based on movement of the graphic pointing symbol while the gr aphi c po int in g 
symbol ^mains within the predetermined proximity of the underlying graphic object, wherein the selected 
grapjric object includes a clip region, and said means for manipulating further [comprising:] comprises 
ly deleting dm undcilying - gra ph ir nhjerr acco rd in g to the clip regi o n — 




-10- 

G&C30566.57-US-RE 



PAGE 13/23 ' RCVD AT 2/1 1/2004 6:32:58 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNiS:8729306 ■ CSID:+13106418798 ■ DURATION (mm-ss):0548 



02-11-2004 03:43PM FROM-Gates & Cooper LLP 



+13106418798 



T-886 P. 014/023 F-068 



V 



39. The system of ckim 38^ whcreio th r nnHc ri y i n g g mp hic object eefepfises-^pionJity 6f &iipl 
objects , said means for partially deleting further comprising: 

mftflrK for partially deleting only selected ones of the plurality of graphic objects correspo nding to 
the clip region. 

40. (AMENDED) [The] A computer aided design system [of claim 25,] cornj>rising ; 
a computer; 

means ^ performed by the computer, for moving a selected graphic object r elative to a graphic 
pointing symboL for determining when the selected graphic object is within a predetermined proximity of 
an underlying graphic object for manipulating the selected graphic object into a geometri c relatio nship with 
me^under l y i^g grap hic object a figflfljjn g to predetermined geometric rules, and for dynamically updating the 
geometric relationship based on movement of the_graphic pointing symbol while ihe_gmphic pointing 
symbol remains within the predetermined proxirnirvLoi ^underlying graphic object_ wherein said means 
for dynamically updating further comprises[:] means fpr clinging the selected graphic object to an initial 
y. cling point; and means for rotating the selected graphic object about the initial cling point corresponding to 

movement of the graphic pointing symboL 




x 



^ 41. (AMENDED) The system of claim [25] 4Q, further comprising: 

f ^) means for unclinging the selected graphic object from the underlying graphic object to move with 

^ the graphic pointing symbol when the graphic pointing symbol is moved a greater distance than the 

predetermined proxinuty^ underlying graphic object 

42. (AMENDED) Hie system of claim [25] 1Q, wherein said means for dynamically updating 
includes: 

means for moving the selected graphic object relative to a sliding cling point along the underlying 
graphic object where the cling point moves relative to the graphic pointing symbol as the graphic pointing 
symbol i^moved within the predetermined proximity of the underlying graphic object 

43. The system of claim 42, wherein said means for dynamically updating further comprises: 
means for interactively modifying the underlying graphic object according to the predetermined 

glgs-andjFefeitfoe to the slidiH g ding poim m dm gmphic pointing s ymbol is mov edr~ 
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- 11 , (AM E N D ED ) Thc - fiystom of cla i m [75] $L> wherein t heW e r iyiug gmplik ubje ct includes a? 
primary vector and a secondary vector, the selected graphic object having a first alignment vector apa a 
second alignment vector, wherein said means for manipulating and means for dynamically up dating further 
comprise: / 

means for aligning the selected graphic object with the primary vector accordpag to the first 
alignment vector when the first alignment vector is within a predetermined proxkruty of the primary vector; 
t>M and 

means for aligning the selected graphic object with the secondaryvector according to the second 
alignment vector when the second ali gnmen t vector is within a predeEermined proximity of the secondary 
vector. 

45. (CANCELLED) 

46. (AMENDED) [The] A computer aided^esig n system [of claim 45J comprising; 
a computer: 

paeans, pqrfprrnqd byxte c^mpm^Qr ?JTQY?ding at least one graphic object to be selected for 
insertion into a graphic design and for displaying and moving a selected graphic object with a graphic cursor 
moved within the graphic design; 

mpfliKj p erformed by the computer, for automatica lly man tp dating the object into a geometric 
relationship with the unde ic object when the selected graphic object is within a predetermined 

proximity with respect to one or more underlying graphic objects: and 

means, performed/by the computer, for dynamically updating the geometric relatio nship based on 
movement of the graphic cursor while the graphic cursor remains within the predetermined proximity of the 
underlying graphic object, wherein said means for manipulating comprise^:] means for orienting the 
selected graphic object relative to a cling point along the underlying graphic object; and means for 
positioning the selected graphic object at a predetermined offset relative to the cling point. 

47. /The system of claim 46, further comprising: 
for continually re-orienting and re- positioning the selected graphic object relative to a sliding 

cling point which moves relative to the graphic cursor as it is moved within the predetermined proximity. 

JCELLEB) — 
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-1 9. (AME>?D££^be-ffietbQd uf cULu [48^52, wlmieiii a position of th e poktiflg ^ymb^ 
controlled byaninpur device coupled to the computer. 

50. (CANCELLED) 

51. ( AMENDED) The method of claim [50] 52, wherein the predefipM rules limit selection of the 
first graphic object 

52. (AMENDED) [The] A method of [claim 50] operating ^ computer-aided design system. 
comprising : / 

(a) displaying a first graphic object on a computen4nd 

(b) displaying at lease one point of interest on^ne computer when a poi nting symbol is -within a 
predetermined prtmmity of the first graphic object T wherein rhe points of interest are identif ied bv 
predefined rules and the predefined rules perform one or more geometric computations selected from a 
group comprising tangent, offset, parallel^gnment, end point* major vector, divided segment, extended 
segment, and intersection computai 




53. (AMENDED) [Thel/A method of [claim 48, further comprising] operating a computer-aided 
design system, comprising : / 

(a) displaying a first graphic object on a computer; 

(b) displayin^a^least one point of interest on the computer when a poinring_symbol is within a 
predetermined prodmity of the first graphic object: and 

(c) displaying a second graphic object and joining the first and second graphic objects when the 
pointing symbol is moved to within a predetermined location tolerance of the first graphic object. 

54. The method of claim 53, wherein the predetermined location tolerance identifies a minimum 
pendicular distance which determines when the second graphic object is close enough to the first graphic 

-tcrg stab li sh ail a ^ ^o tiat^rUiei e be l- w eenr- 
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■55. Thr meth od nf rlnim 53, Tvhnnin rh* second gnphir nhjprr is joined to the first 1 
when a designated origin point of the second graphic object moves to within the predetermined locat 
tolerance with respect to the first graphic object. 

56. The method of claim 53, further comprising separating the first and second jpaphic objects 
when the pointing symbol is moved to beyond a predetermined rejection tolerance o£the first graphic 
object. 

57. The method of claim 53, wherein the joining step comprises joining the first and second graphic 
objects at one or more of the points of interest. 

58. The method of claim 53, wherein the first and second graphic objects are joined according to 
one or more characteristics selected from a group comprising a predefined offset,, orientation, and rotation. 




59. (AMENDED) The method of claim 53^£urther comprising dynamically updating a relationship 
between the first and second graphic objects ^astjae pointing symbol is moved. 

60. The method of claim 59, wherein the dynamically updating step comprises repositioning the 
second graphic object relative to the first graphic object as the pointing symbol is moved. 



61. (AMENDED) [The] Mnethod of [claim 48,] operating a computer-aided design system, 
comprising: / 

(a) displaym^a_first_j^pJ^ on a computer, and 

(b) displaying at least one point of interest on the computer when a pointin g symbol is within a 
predetermined proximity of the first graphic object , wherein the points of interest arc cling points. 



62. (AMENDED) The method of claim [48] 61, further comprising displaying a second graphic 
object and clinging the second graphic object to the first graphic object according to at least one predefined 
cling characteristic. 



63. The method of claim 62, wherein the cling characteristic comprises at least one characteristic 
r-eompris-mg? 
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jo inin g rh i^Sf^npH gra ph^ r>ty r r j-n rhr f fim-_g g» ph it « ob je ct raft - al iiJttta l JislmiLK wlie igTke'Or 
of the second graphic object aligns and is coincident -with a closest point of interest on the first graf 
object, 

sliding the second graphic object in alignment with the first graphic object as the pointing symbol is 
moved, / 
\ v\ \ rotating the second graphic object about at least one of the points of interest on the first graphic 

object by manipulating the pointing symbol around the point, X 

positioning the second graphic object at an opposite side of the fust graphic object when the 
pointing symbol traverses from one side to another of the first graphic'object, and 

positioning the second graphic object at a 180-degree ro^tion of the first graphic object at a 
specified perpendicular offset in a direction of the pointing svtriboL 






64. The method of claim 63, further comprising unclinging the second graphic object from the first 

X graphic object as the pointing symbol is moved a distance greater than a predetermined rejection tolerance 
away from the first graphic object. 

P 

65. (CANCELLED) 

66. (AMENDED) The [method] system of claim [65] 69, -wherein a position of the pointing symbol 
is controlled by an input device coupled to the computer. 

67. (cancelle: 

68. (AMENDED) The [method] system of claim [67] 69, wherein the predefined rules limit 
selection of tfaefir^ graphic object. 

69. (AMENDED) [The method of claim 67] A computer-aided design system, comprising ; 
(aWfeomputtr. and 

" means, performed by the computer, for displaying a first graphic object on a computer and for 
displaying at least one point of interest on the computer when a pointing symbol is within a predetermined 
proamityof the firstgraphic object, wherein the points of interest are identified by predefined, rules and the 
efined rules peifuim u ue m mine gtiuliietric compu t aiiuiis selected f rom a group comprising tt u ig i ?nr y 

•15- 

G&C30566.57-TJS-RE 

PAGE 18/23 ' RCVD AT 2111/2004 6:32:58 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 » CSID:+13106418798 * DURATION (mm-ss):0548 



02-11-200) 03:44PM FROM-Gatas & Cooper LLP 



+13106418798 T-996 P. 019/023 F-068 





computations. 




70. (AMENDED) [Hie method of claim 65, further comprising] A compurer-aidedLdesign system. 



comprising: 

(a) a computer: and 

(b) means, performgd bvthe computer, for displaying a first graphic object on a computer, for 
displaying at least one point of interest on the computer when a pointing symb ol is within a predetermined 
proximity of the first graphic object, and for displaying a second graphjc'object and joining the first and 
second graphic objects when the pointing symbol is moved to widun a predetermined location tolerance of 
the first graphic object. 

71. (AMENDED) The [method] system of claim/70, wherein the predetermined location tolerance 
identifies a minimum perpendic ular distance which determines when the second graphic object is close 
enough to the first graphic object to establish an association therebetween. 

72. (AMENDED) The [method] system of claim 70, wherein the second graphic object is joined to 
the first graphic object when a designated origin point of the second graphic object moves to within the 
predetermined location tolerance mth respect to the first graphic object 



<*—*^- » — r~ 



73. (AMENDED) The [method] system of claim 70, further comprising means for separating the 
first and second graphic objects when the pointing symbol is moved to beyond a predetermined rejection 



tolerance of the first i 



: object. 



74. (AMENDED) The [method] system of claim 70, wherein the means for joining [step] comprises 
means_for jpining the first and second graphic objects at one or more of the points of interest. 



75. (AMENDED) Hie [method] system of claim 70, wherein the first and second graphic objects 
i joined according to one or more characteristics selected from a group comprising a predefined offset, 
tioflrond rotadonr 
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updating a relationship between the first and second graphic objects as the pointing symbol is 






77. (AMENDED) The [method] system of claim 76, wherein the means for dynamically updating 
[step] comprises means for repositioning the second graphic object relative to the firet'graphic object as the 
pointing symbol is moved. 

78. (AMENDED) [The method of claim 65] A computer-aided desig n system, comprising: 
(a) a computer: and / 

(bXmganSj performed by the computer, for displaying a first graphic object on a computer and for 
displaying at least one point of interest on the computer when.a pointing symhn^ is within a predetermined 
proximity of the, first graphic object , wherein the points of^terest are ding points. 




79. (AMENDED) The [method] system o^claim [65] ZE, further comprising mpan^ for displaying a 
second graphic object and clinging the second ^aphic object to the first graphic object according to at least 
one predefined cling characteristic. 

80. (AMENDED) The [inethod] system of claim 79, wherein the cling characteristic comprises at 
least one characteristic selected from a group comprising: 

jo ining the second graphic object to the first graphic object via a shortest distance where the origin 
of the second graphic object>aligns and is coincident with a closest point of interest on the first graphic 
object, / 

sliding the second graphic object in alignment with the first graphic object as the pointing symbol is 
moved, ^/ 

rotating^the second graphic object about at least one of the points of interest on the first graphic 
object by manipulating the pointing symbol around the point, 

sitioning the second graphic object at an opposite side of the first graphic object when the 
ymbol traverses from one side to another of the first graphic object, and 
positioning the second graphic object at a 180-degnee rotation of the first graphic object at a 
ied jaeipendicukr offset i n a , ^r^rp ^n^Lrho. . po in r 




-17- 

G&C30566.57-US-KE 



PAGE 20/23 1 RCVD AT 2/1112004 6:32:58 PIKI [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0£FXRMI1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:+131 06418798 1 DURATION (mm-ss):0548 



02-11-2004 03:45PM F ROM-Gat as & Cooper LLP 



413106418798 



T-986 P. 021/023 F-068 




fti> (AMENDSB) The [i i ^diuJ ^ ysteiri 'of "0121101 W. further comprising mgggjgr uqcljflgiagtflr 
second graphic object frori^ is moved a distance greater than a 
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